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3 - “:’ f in early Octoocr, 1968, newspapers carried brief notices that dW »r... .
oo Ut ™21 Chairman and Interior Hinister Willi Wever had been nospitalizaea with &

" ) . .
A - virus infection. 'In tne middle of October it was reporie that Waoyor .
oI wag sulfering from. a.“serious lung infection. and would be unadble L.

eriod, Weyer designated Deguty

return Lo his office
s Acting Chairman to loox alter

‘FDP Chairmian and MdQ .uegir:\.nd 00'3;'&'1.. :
« | }| his party responsibi wter of Finance Wertz was selecteg
by Minister President Kuchn to be re3ponsible for the l-urustr_/ of N
* Interior during Weyer!s absence. At the same time Weyer continued Lo

devote one to two hours a day from his sick bed to govermment and party

! busmess.
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'I'he foregoing developments led to a spate of speculauvc articles in
the RHEINISCHE POST and other newspapers, The gist of the commentaries
“were to the effect that there was serious concern within the FDF party
and on the part of Minister President Kyenn regarding the difficult
problems with which both wollld be conlrontas, if Weyer wers forced to
Zive up ore or both of his pesi lo":.

|

( .

(4 ' Fegponisizia TP sources close to Wever Lulimmued wuv o huil toyer ol wuoen

Y sulfering from persistent bronchitis anz i & provbo Lu tne Jlung had

) developed, However, according to our FLP informants, Lhe growth was
determined by the physicians not to be malignant and was responding to

;_ medicinal treatment. On November 7 Ministdr President Kuehn, in

. response to'an inquiry by the drafting officer, stated that it was
planned to release Weyer f{rom the hospital on Saturday, Novewber 9, .
the clinical examination of ‘a sample from the infected poriion of the
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4?~|““5'pruvnd satisfactory;  Lhat ¥Wayer woudd then go to Lhe Schwarawald:
ey L) . . N

For a period of convidescencos sl Lhad, £ all went well ho \gmu.L(_i___
return Lo his office in nid=Docomber,d)

If no farther complicationu develop, Lhere is every reasun Lo beliove
Weyor will return to his office scime time in Docember or early January.
He is a strong-willed man and undoubtedly will try to carry on, even
if it must be al a reduced pace, until the Land elections in mid-1970.
No one knows better than Weyer himself that it would create a difficult
situation indeed for Minister President Kuehn and the NRW FDP should
he have to drop out of active politics entirely. The fact.is, however,
that, quite aside from the lung infection, Weyer -has heen in poor
~health off and on for the past two years, In 1967 he had liver
trouble and during the past summer he has suffered acutely from
couty arthritis. For some weeks he suffered such pain that he was
unable to get adequate sleep,

It cannot be entirely excluded that Weyer might be forced,for reasons
ef health, to retire from active politics prior to the 1970 Land
elections, If this should transpire, the FDP would have difficulty .
in selecting a successor to Weyer as NEW party chairman, Minister
President Kuchn would have an equally difficult time in choosing a
replacement. for Interior Minister.

N '

Successor as NWW FDP land Chairman
] o
' Willi Weyer nas been Chairman of the NRW FDP for the past twelve years.
tic has served in the Cabinets of the CDU led governments of Arnold
and Meyers as well as in the SPD led governments of Steinhoff and
Kuehn, He has ruled the party with a strong hand and has not groomed
a successor. As one comnmentator put it "he is a éeneral who has
surrounded himself with non-commissioned officers", There is in his
. immediate entourage in NKW no one with his experience, political
stature, charisma and popularity to replacc him. It is generally
concedod that neither 'his Deputy Chairman, Siegfried Zoglmann
. (age 54), nor Landtag Faction Chairman Walter Moeller (age 62), nor
: ileinz ?ange,(su), Deputy Faction Chairman, All dr’ﬁﬁbm-represent the
IR -~ older ervative generation, could provide the party with the
requisite forceful leadership, ’

One promising ‘potontial .candidate is the young 35 year old Lawyer

and landtag member lorst Rigmer, The latter is a former chairman

of the "Jungdemokraten" (FDP youth organization) and protege of .
Gerhard Kiephaum, former FDP Lconomic Minister in the CDU/FDP coalition

1) Since drafting the airgram, we have an unconfirmed report that s
Weyer was released on November 9, '
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“zovernment of Frang Feyers. ile recenlly came into prominerice when,
againsl Vhe wishuas of Weyer, he defeated Lange for the second Deputy
Shairmanship posilion it Lha FII* party convenlion of March, 1968 in
bortmusl,  Wlamor bolongs Lo Lhe progrossive wing of the FDP and .
comus inLo conlliel, Lhorelore with Weyer's' more conservatlve position
on such issucs 'as rocognition of Lhe (xler-Ncisse line, accepting tpe
GDhit as A second German state and co-dotermination, It 1s doubtful, -
thercfore, thal Weyer could give his blessing to Rlemer as his
successor, Furthermore, he would be considered by many as being too
young to be elevated to.the top party position. (See our A-239

May 13, 1968 on lticmer,)

Gerhard Kienbaum, who is 48, if hc wished to make a fight for it,
precbably could get the necessary support to succeed Weyer as the

party Cnairman, (He was elected to the NRW FDP .executive board in
Karch, 1968 with the largest number of votes,) However, he has

been devoting himself recently almost exclusively to his flourishing
private business, a management consulting firm, and is reported to
have decided to withdraw from active Land politics in favor of running:
for a seat in the Bundestag in 1969,

Most observers tend to believe that Weyer would try to persuade his

close friend Hans-Dietrich Genscher (41), manager of the FDP Bundestag
, {action, to reiurn to Dusseldori To take over the Chairmanship of

tie FDP party. Should Genscher agree, Riemer might then replace .

Moeller, who has asked to be rclieved for health reasons, as Chairman

of the FDP Landtag faction,, ——

) ' )
keplacing Weyer as Minister of Interior

Minister President Kuehn for his part would face'%.real dilemma in
choosing a suitable replacement for Weyer as Minister of the Interior
especially since it is this Minister who normally acts as Deputy
Minister President. Aside from Riemer who would undoubtedly be
considered too young, there are no discernible gqualified FDP candidates.
It is generally agreed that Kuehn would fecl constrained under the
circumstances to seclect an SPD politician for this post and then

* ~ carry out a reshuffling of the Cabinet to find a second Cabinet
position for the FDP. The FDP holds only two positions in the Kuehn .

Cabinet - -those held by Weyer and Hermann Kohlhase, ‘who is Minister
for Housing and Construction, :

One can only speculate as to how Kuehn would curry{dut the reshuffling,
but there are a number ¢f ways in which he could do it. He could

shift any one of three of his current SPD Ministers (Neuberger in
Justice, tiggen in Labor and Social Affairs or Posser in re ocral
Affairs) to the position of Interior Minister and then select either
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ftiamsr or Lange from the PP for another (abinel position. In tha
ease of Langn, should he choose the latter, he, as thc economle

* expert, for Lhe FDP Landtag factlon, would fit most logica}ly in the
posilion ol Finance Ministor. This would probably necesdsitale ..
moving Neuberger into Interior, -Posgser into Justice and Wertz,

the present Finance Minister, i0'the position of Minister for
Fedoral Affairs. If Kuehn and the FDP agreed on placing Riemer in
the Cabinet, he would presumably have-to go into the position of
Minister of Justice. ' :

We discussed recently this hypothetical problem with Joharnes Rau
Chairmin of the SPD Landtag faction, He was of tho opinion that -~
Posser could be placed in any of the Cabinet positions including
that of Interior. . The name of Lange was not mentioned by Rau,
but he did consider il possible that Riemer could be brought into
“the Cabinet, although not in the position of Minister of Interior
nor the Minister for Federal Affairs. In this connection, Hau
stated that if thc SPD wins the 1970 Land elcctions and continues to
nead the governmeni, Kuehn had already decided to break up the )
Ministry for Cultural'Affairs into two ministries; one for Education
and one [or Science. Rau commenied that the substantive areas of
responsibllity coming under the Ministry for Cultural Affairs wero
?oo demanding.for one man to handle, lle said that Professor, Mikat
in th? pfec?d}ng government of Franz Meyers had been over-burdened
.in this position, and that the same held true now for Minister
Holthoff, Without'saying,so directly, Rau implied that if Weyer
Teneldor sacrying oun b ohat uiarCyinister Prosidont Kuehn might
aens ) : reaking up o iini
fgr Cultural Affairs into two saoparate ministrgespwhicgh:iE;:lZESg
him more leeway to- find a second Cubinet post fof the FDP, .
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